Cover photograph: Toroid-shaped novel nidovirus isolated using primary cell cultures of the green tree python (Morelia viridis) is associated with severe pneumonia in the snakes. Infected cells exhibit tubular virus-associated structures. The virus infects respiratory and pulmonary epithelial cells, leading to hyperplasia. Diseased animals die with respiratory distress; their airways and lungs are filled with abundant clear mucus. Pulmonary type II pneumocyte hyperplasia and excess mucus production are the most striking histological changes.
